_ 1  Kings  9-10  -  Thursday,  October  15th,  2015 _ 

1  Kings  9:1  -- 1  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Solomon  had  finished  building  the  house  of  the  LORD  and  the  king’s  house,  and  all 
Solomon’s  desire  which  he  wanted  to  do,  2  that  the  LORD  appeared  to  Solomon  the  second  time,  as  He  had  appeared  to  him  at 
Gibeon.  3  And  the  LORD  said  to  him:  “I  have  heard  your  prayer  and  your  supplication  that  you  have  made  before  Me;  I  have 
consecrated  this  house  which  you  have  built  to  put  My  name  there  forever,  and  My  eyes  and  My  heart  will  be  there  perpetually.  4 
Now  if  you  walk  before  Me  as  your  father  David  walked,  in  integrity  of  heart  and  in  uprightness,  to  do  according  to  all  that  I  have 
commanded  you,  and  if  you  keep  My  statutes  and  My  judgments,  5  then  I  will  establish  the  throne  of  your  kingdom  over  Israel 
forever,  as  I  promised  David  your  father,  saying,  ‘You  shall  not  fail  to  have  a  man  on  the  throne  of  Israel.’  6  But  if  you  or  your 
sons  at  all  turn  from  following  Me,  and  do  not  keep  My  commandments  and  My  statutes  which  I  have  set  before  you,  but  go  and 
serve  other  gods  and  worship  them,  7  then  I  will  cut  off  Israel  from  the  land  which  I  have  given  them;  and  this  house  which  I  have 
consecrated  for  My  name  I  will  cast  out  of  My  sight.  Israel  will  be  a  proverb  and  a  byword  among  all  peoples.  8  And  as  for  this 
house,  which  is  exalted,  everyone  who  passes  by  it  will  be  astonished  and  will  hiss,  and  say,  ‘Why  has  the  LORD  done  thus  to 
this  land  and  to  this  house?’  9  Then  they  will  answer,  ‘Because  they  forsook  the  LORD  their  God,  who  brought  their  fathers  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  have  embraced  other  gods,  and  worshiped  them  and  served  them;  therefore  the  LORD  has  brought  all 
this  calamity  on  them.’  ” 

-  Couple  of  thoughts  right  at  the  start,  the  first  of  which  has  to  do  with  the  timing  of  God  appearing  to  Solomon  for  a  second  time. 

-  Solomon  has  just  dedicated  the  grand  and  glorious  temple  in  a  two-week  celebration  with  all  Israel  rejoicing  and  praising  God. 

-  In  other  words,  they’re  still  experiencing  an  after  glow  of  sorts,  which  makes  this  warning  from  God  at  this  time  seem  very  odd. 

G.  Campbell  Morgan  -  “It  was  the  hour  when  the  accomplishment  of  work  means  the  relaxation  of  effort.  That  is  always  a 
perilous  hour,  and  the  greater  the  work  done  the  graver  the  peril.  A  life  which  has  been  full  of  activity,  when  that  activity  ceases, 
demands  some  new  interest,  and  will  find  it,  either  high  or  low,  noble  or  ignoble.” 

-  The  question  becomes  why  would  God  warn  about  obedience  at  the  height  of  Israel’s  celebration  and  dedication  of  the  temple. 

-  The  answer  to  this  question  is  God,  who  knows  the  end  from  the  beginning,  will  always  forewarn  us  in  our  area  of  vulnerability. 

-  When  we  get  to  1  Kings  15,  we’ll  be  introduced  to  King  Asa,  who  was  a  good  example  of  how  God  will  specifically  forewarn  us. 

-  Early  on,  King  Asa  relies  on  the  Lord  and  defeats  the  Ethiopian  army  against  seemingly  impossible  and  insurmountable  odds. 

-  Then,  it’s  at  this  time  God  warns  him  about  always  relying  on  the  Lord,  only  to  rely  on  and  bribe  Ben-Hadad  to  defeat  his  rivals. 

2  Chronicles  16:7-10  (NKJV)  —  7  And  at  that  time  Hanani  the  seer  came  to  Asa  king  of  Judah,  and  said  to  him:  “Because  you 

have  relied  on  the  king  of  Syria,  and  have  not  relied  on  the  LORD  your  God,  therefore  the  army  of  the  king  of  Syria  has  escaped 
from  your  hand.  8  Were  the  Ethiopians  and  the  Lubim  not  a  huge  army  with  very  many  chariots  and  horsemen?  Yet,  because 
you  relied  on  the  LORD,  He  delivered  them  into  your  hand.  9  For  the  eyes  of  the  LORD  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole 
earth,  to  show  Himself  strong  on  behalf  of  those  whose  heart  is  loyal  to  Him.  In  this  you  have  done  foolishly;  therefore  from  now 
on  you  shall  have  wars.”  10  Then  Asa  was  angry  with  the  seer,  and  put  him  in  prison,  for  he  was  enraged  at  him  because  of  this. 
And  Asa  oppressed  some  of  the  people  at  that  time. _ 

10  Now  it  happened  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  when  Solomon  had  built  the  two  houses,  the  house  of  the  LORD  and  the  king’s 
house  1 1  (Hiram  the  king  of  Tyre  had  supplied  Solomon  with  cedar  and  cypress  and  gold,  as  much  as  he  desired),  that  King 
Solomon  then  gave  Hiram  twenty  cities  in  the  land  of  Galilee.  12  Then  Hiram  went  from  Tyre  to  see  the  cities  which  Solomon  had 
given  him,  but  they  did  not  please  him.  13  So  he  said,  “What  kind  of  cities  are  these  which  you  have  given  me,  my  brother?”  And 
he  called  them  the  land  of  Cabul,  as  they  are  to  this  day.  14  Then  Hiram  sent  the  king  one  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold. 

-  It’s  important  to  know  that  Solomon  did  not  cheat  Hiram  by  giving  him,  “good-for-nothing”  cities,  which  is  what  Cabul  means. 

-  The  reason  we  know  this  is  because  Hiram  pays  Solomon  the  equivalent  of  70  pounds  of  gold  in  addition  to  these  20  cities. 

-  In  other  words,  this  is  what  they  had  agreed  upon  prior,  and  I  suppose  you  could  say  a  deal  is  a  deal  and  you  keep  your  word. 

1 5  And  this  is  the  reason  for  the  labor  force  which  King  Solomon  raised:  to  build  the  house  of  the  LORD,  his  own  house,  the 
Millo,  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  Hazor,  Megiddo,  and  Gezer.  16  (Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt  had  gone  up  and  taken  Gezerand  burned  it 
with  fire,  had  killed  the  Canaanites  who  dwelt  in  the  city,  and  had  given  it  as  a  dowry  to  his  daughter,  Solomon’s  wife.)  17  And 
Solomon  built  Gezer,  Lower  Beth  Horon,  18  Baalath,  and  Tadmor  in  the  wilderness,  in  the  land  of  Judah,  19  all  the  storage  cities 
that  Solomon  had,  cities  for  his  chariots  and  cities  for  his  cavalry,  and  whatever  Solomon  desired  to  build  in  Jerusalem,  in 
Lebanon,  and  in  all  the  land  of  his  dominion.  20  All  the  people  who  were  left  of  the  Amorites,  Hittites,  Perizzites,  Hivites,  and 
Jebusites,  who  were  not  of  the  children  of  Israel— 21  that  is,  their  descendants  who  were  left  in  the  land  after  them,  whom  the 
children  of  Israel  had  not  been  able  to  destroy  completely— from  these  Solomon  raised  forced  labor,  as  it  is  to  this  day.  22  But  of 
the  children  of  Israel  Solomon  made  no  forced  laborers,  because  they  were  men  of  war  and  his  servants:  his  officers,  his 
captains,  commanders  of  his  chariots,  and  his  cavalry.  23  Others  were  chiefs  of  the  officials  who  were  over  Solomon’s  work:  five 
hundred  and  fifty,  who  ruled  over  the  people  who  did  the  work.  24  But  Pharaoh’s  daughter  came  up  from  the  City  of  David  to  her 


house  which  Solomon  had  built  for  her.  Then  he  built  the  Millo.  25  Now  three  times  a  year  Solomon  offered  burnt  offerings  and 
peace  offerings  on  the  altar  which  he  had  built  for  the  LORD,  and  he  burned  incense  with  them  on  the  altar  that  was  before  the 
LORD.  So  he  finished  the  temple.  26  King  Solomon  also  built  a  fleet  of  ships  at  Ezion  Geber,  which  is  near  Elath  on  the  shore  of 
the  Red  Sea,  in  the  land  of  Edom.  27  Then  Hiram  sent  his  servants  with  the  fleet,  seamen  who  knew  the  sea,  to  work  with  the 
servants  of  Solomon.  28  And  they  went  to  Ophir,  and  acquired  four  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold  from  there,  and  brought  it 
to  King  Solomon. 

-  This  is  further  evidence  of  Solomon  not  taking  advantage  of  Hiram  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  he  sends  his  servants  to  Solomon. 
-Also,  he  gives  him  the  equivalent  of  16  tons  of  gold,  which  in  today’s  money  is  the  equivalent  of  hundreds  of  billions  of  dollars. 

-  Moreover,  this  is  the  fulfillment  of  God’s  Word  to  Solomon  that  he  would  make  him  the  wealthiest  man  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

1  Kings  1 0:1  Now  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the  fame  of  Solomon  concerning  the  name  of  the  LORD,  she  came  to  test 
him  with  hard  questions.  2  She  came  to  Jerusalem  with  a  very  great  retinue,  with  camels  that  bore  spices,  very  much  gold,  and 
precious  stones;  and  when  she  came  to  Solomon,  she  spoke  with  him  about  all  that  was  in  her  heart.  3  So  Solomon  answered  all 
her  questions;  there  was  nothing  so  difficult  for  the  king  that  he  could  not  explain  it  to  her.  4  And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had 
seen  all  the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  the  house  that  he  had  built,  5  the  food  on  his  table,  the  seating  of  his  servants,  the  service  of 
his  waiters  and  their  apparel,  his  cupbearers,  and  his  entryway  by  which  he  went  up  to  the  house  of  the  LORD,  there  was  no 
more  spirit  in  her.  6  Then  she  said  to  the  king:  “It  was  a  true  report  which  I  heard  in  my  own  land  about  your  words  and  your 
wisdom.  7  However  I  did  not  believe  the  words  until  I  came  and  saw  with  my  own  eyes;  and  indeed  the  half  was  not  told  me. 

Your  wisdom  and  prosperity  exceed  the  fame  of  which  I  heard.  8  Happy  are  your  men  and  happy  are  these  your  servants,  who 
stand  continually  before  you  and  hear  your  wisdom!  9  Blessed  be  the  LORD  your  God,  who  delighted  in  you,  setting  you  on  the 
throne  of  Israel!  Because  the  LORD  has  loved  Israel  forever,  therefore  He  made  you  king,  to  do  justice  and  righteousness.”  10 
Then  she  gave  the  king  one  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold,  spices  in  great  quantity,  and  precious  stones.  There  never  again 
came  such  abundance  of  spices  as  the  queen  of  Sheba  gave  to  King  Solomon.  1 1  Also,  the  ships  of  Hiram,  which  brought  gold 
from  Ophir,  brought  great  quantities  of  almug  wood  and  precious  stones  from  Ophir.  12  And  the  king  made  steps  of  the  almug 
wood  for  the  house  of  the  LORD  and  for  the  king’s  house,  also  harps  and  stringed  instruments  for  singers.  There  never  again 
came  such  almug  wood,  nor  has  the  like  been  seen  to  this  day.  13  Now  King  Solomon  gave  the  queen  of  Sheba  all  she  desired, 
whatever  she  asked,  besides  what  Solomon  had  given  her  according  to  the  royal  generosity.  So  she  turned  and  went  to  her  own 
country,  she  and  her  servants. 

-  There’s  something  very  interesting  here  that  I’d  like  to  point  out  and  it  has  to  do  with  Sheba  being  impressed  but  not  converted. 

-  In  other  words,  she  was  so  moved  by  Solomon’s  wisdom  and  wealth  that  she  would  acknowledge  his  God  but  not  accept  him. 

-  The  reason  I  point  this  out  is  because  impressive  buildings  and  professional  programs  don’t  bring  people  to  salvation  in  Christ. 

Matthew  12:42  (NIV)  —  42  The  Queen  of  the  South  will  rise  at  the  judgment  with  this  generation  and  condemn  it;  for  she  came 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  listen  to  Solomon’s  wisdom,  and  now  something  greater  than  Solomon  is  here. _ 

14  The  weight  of  gold  that  came  to  Solomon  yearly  was  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  talents  of  gold,  besides  that  from  the  traveling 
merchants,  from  the  income  of  traders,  from  all  the  kings  of  Arabia,  and  from  the  governors  of  the  country.  16  And  King  Solomon 
made  two  hundred  large  shields  of  hammered  gold;  six  hundred  shekels  of  gold  went  into  each  shield.  17  He  also  made  three 
hundred  shields  of  hammered  gold;  three  minas  of  gold  went  into  each  shield.  The  king  put  them  in  the  House  of  the  Forest  of 
Lebanon.  18  Moreover  the  king  made  a  great  throne  of  ivory,  and  overlaid  it  with  pure  gold.  19  The  throne  had  six  steps,  and  the 
top  of  the  throne  was  round  at  the  back;  there  were  armrests  on  either  side  of  the  place  of  the  seat,  and  two  lions  stood  beside 
the  armrests.  20  Twelve  lions  stood  there,  one  on  each  side  of  the  six  steps;  nothing  like  this  had  been  made  for  any  other 
kingdom.  21  All  King  Solomon’s  drinking  vessels  were  gold,  and  all  the  vessels  of  the  House  of  the  Forest  of  Lebanon  were  pure 
gold.  Not  one  was  silver,  for  this  was  accounted  as  nothing  in  the  days  of  Solomon.  22  For  the  king  had  merchant  ships  at  sea 
with  the  fleet  of  Hiram.  Once  every  three  years  the  merchant  ships  came  bringing  gold,  silver,  ivory,  apes,  and  monkeys.  23  So 
King  Solomon  surpassed  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  in  riches  and  wisdom.  24  Now  all  the  earth  sought  the  presence  of  Solomon  to 
hear  his  wisdom,  which  God  had  put  in  his  heart.  25  Each  man  brought  his  present:  articles  of  silver  and  gold,  garments,  armor, 
spices,  horses,  and  mules,  at  a  set  rate  year  by  year.  26  And  Solomon  gathered  chariots  and  horsemen;  he  had  one  thousand 
four  hundred  chariots  and  twelve  thousand  horsemen,  whom  he  stationed  in  the  chariot  cities  and  with  the  king  at  Jerusalem.  27 
The  king  made  silver  as  common  in  Jerusalem  as  stones,  and  he  made  cedar  trees  as  abundant  as  the  sycamores  which  are  in 
the  lowland.  28  Also  Solomon  had  horses  imported  from  Egypt  and  Keveh;  the  king’s  merchants  bought  them  in  Keveh  at  the 
current  price.  29  Now  a  chariot  that  was  imported  from  Egypt  cost  six  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  and  a  horse  one  hundred  and 
fifty;  and  thus,  through  their  agents,  they  exported  them  to  all  the  kings  of  the  Hittites  and  the  kings  of  Syria. 

-  The  chapter  ends  with  something  that’s  not  easily  seen  at  first  read  in  verse  23  where  it  says  Solomon’s  riches  and  wisdom. 

-  In  verse  7  it  says  Solomon’s  wisdom  and  prosperity.  In  other  words,  it’s  riches  first  and  then  wisdom,  not  wisdom  then  riches. 

-  The  take  away  here  is  that  we  begin  to  see  how  dangerous  wealth  can  be,  such  that  it  can  take  us  away  from  the  things  of  God. 


